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ROYAL MAT INS. 


THE FIRST MORNING. 


Of our Pedigree. 


HE firſt Dawnings of ſovereign Domi- 

nion have been obſerved to appear in 
Times of public Diſorder, and among Nati- 
ons barbarous and unpoliced. The chief Mi- 
niſters of ſeveral independent States, by 
throwing off the Yoke, ſoon became poſ- 
ſeſſed of Power ſufficient to make even their 
Maſters tremble. Honours were then, through 


Fear, conferred upon them, but did not meet 


with any ſuitable Returns: the Truth was, 


that during this Struggle, thoſe who in Qua- 


lity of Miniſters had been entruſted with the 


= Affairs of Government, were unwilling to be 
removed: and by wearing for a Time the 
* Maſk of Obedience, they at laſt became them- 


A ſelves 
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ſelves inveſted with ſupreme Authority. A- 
mongſt the number of theſe bold Adventurers, 
many may be pointed out as Principals, in lay- 
ing the Foundation of the greateſt Monarchies: 


nor can we be ſaid to overſhoot the Mark in af- 


firming, that all Emperors, Kings, and ſovereign 
Powers are indebted to ſuch, for the Domi- 
nions they now poſſeſs. The Caſe is indiſput- 
able with Reſpect to Ourſelves. I ſee you begin 


to bluſh. I ſhall forgive you this once, but take 


Care not to act like a Child for the future: lay 


it down as a Maxim, once for all, that none 
ever refuſed a Kingdom, when he might have 


accepted it; nor ever made the leaſt Scruple 


or Complaint, till he was 1 to * 


it up. 
Taſlillon de ae 0 was the firſt of our 


Anceſtors who had acquired ſome of the Rights 


of Sovereignty over the Countries he poſſeſſ- 


ed: the 13th of his Deſcendants was Count 
of Nuremberg; the 25th Elector of Bran- 


denburg; and the 37th, King of Pruſſia. Our 


Family, like all others, have had their A- 
chilles', their Ciceroes, their Neſtors, their 
Fools and Blockheads, their learned Ladies, 


their cruel Step-Mothers; and, doubtleſs, 
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ROYAL MAT INS. 3 


their Women of Galantry too: it is likewiſe 


often aggrandized by a peculiar Kind of Right, 


never to be found but amongſt a People who 


are happily circumſtanced, or remarkably 
courageous: for we may obſerve in the order 


of our Succeſſions, thoſe of Convenience, of 


Expectation, and Protection. From Tafillon 
to the grand Elector, we have led merely a 
vegetable Life. There was at that Time, 
within the Empire, not leſs than fifty Princes 


in nothing our Inferiours : we were then, to 
ſpeak with Propriety, only a Branch of the 


great Luſtre of Allemagne. William the 


Great, by his glorious Exploits, raiſed us above 


every Competitor; and in the Year 1701 (no 


vaſt while ago) Vanity did ſo far prevail with 


my Grandfather, as to place upon his Head 


a Regal Crown: and it is from this Moment 


we ought to fix the Date of our real Exiſtence; 


fince it has ſecured to us the Rank and Dig- 
_ nity of a King, as well as the Means of treat- 
ing-with all the Powers of the World upon 
equal Terms. 


Were we to reckon up the Virtues of our 
Anceſtors; it would be eaſily ſeen, that it is 
not to ſuch Advantages this Houſe can owe 
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it's Greatneſs. Of the Princes amongſt us, 


there are few who have not managed their 


Affairs extremely ill: nothing, however, can 
be done without paying a ſtrict Attention to 
the moſt trifling Circumſtances ; for it is 
upon ſuch that the greateſt Matters very often 


depend. I cannot here forbear obſerving to 


you, that the firſt Diadem in the Family was 


conferred upon one, whoſe Head was ſtuffed 


with the moſt deſpicable Trifles, and whoſe 
Body was bent into a thouſand Diſtortions. 
But I plainly ſee, my dear Nephew, that I 
greatly embarraſs you, in this Account of 
our Extraction. There are People who pretend 


that this Count of Hohenzollern was deſcended 
from ſome great Family; but, to ſpeak Truth, 
no one has appeared in the World with fewer 


Titles. As to any Thing farther, all I can 
ſay 1s, that for theſe many Years, we have 


been looked upon as Gentlemen: and ſuch may 


we long continue ! 


The Situation of my Kingdom. 
J have not much to boaſt of in this Reſpect : 
and to convince you of it; only caſt your Eyes 
upon 
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upon the Map. Lou will ſoon ſee that the 
chief Parts of my Dominions he ſo detached, 
as not to contribute towards their mutual 
Support. I have no Rivers which run entire- 
ly through my Provinces; one or two glide 


along their Boundaries, but can ſcarcely be 
ſaid to enter them. 


The Soil. 

The firſt grand Diviſion of my States lies 
wholly unencloſed: the ſecond conſiſts in 
Woods, Rivers, and Marſhes; and the third, 
though cultivated, yields neither Wine, Olives, 
nor Mulberries. All its Fruits and Pulſe are 
raiſed only by Dint of Care, and but a very 
little is brought to Perfection at laſt. - I have 


only a few Diſtricts, where the Crops of Rye 
and Wheat are tolerably good. 


The Manners of the Inhabitants. 
I do not very well know what to ſay on this 
Point, ſince my Kingdom, as to Inhabitants, 
is but a Kind of Patch-work: all I can tell 
you for certain is, that my Subjects are in 
general brave, and ſtout; not over dainty, but 
very great Tiplers; Tyrants on their own 


Eſtates, 
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6 ROYAL MATIN S. 


Eſtates, and Slaves at my Diſpoſal; inſipid 


Lovers and peeviſh Huſbands: they have a 
ſtrange Coldneſs in their Compoſition, which 


1 take to be no better at the Bottom than 


downright Stupidity : they are knowing in 
the Law; indifferent Philoſophers, bad Poets, 
and worſe Orators: affect great Simplicity in 
their Dreſs; yet think themſelves in the Pink 


of the Mode, with their Hair in a ſmall Bag 
and a large Hat over it; Boots as high as 


their Middle; a little Stick in their Hand; 


their Waiſtcoat extremely ſhort, with a Coat 
down to their Heels. As to the married Wo- 


men they are almoſt all of them fine, and 


plump; and make excellent Nurſes: they have 


a vaſt Sweetneſs; are great Lovers of Econo- 
my, and true enough to their Huſbands. . F or 
the unmarried ones, they enjoy all the Privi- 
leges of the polite World: and ſo far am I 


from being diſpleaſed with their Conduct, that 


I endeavour in theſe my Memoirs to excuſe 
their Foibles. It is neceſſary to leave the dear 


Creatures wholly at their Eaſe, in order to 


avoid ſuch vicious Practices, as may privately 


indeed conduce to their Amuſement, yet are 


fill of the higheſt Diſadvantage to the State: 


nay, 
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nay, for their better Encouragement, I have 
taken care in my Army, that Preference 
ſhould be given to the Fruit of their Amours; 
and if a Boy be ſo happy as to call an Officer 
his Father, IIl make him an Enſign, and 
perhaps an Officer before his Turn. 


THE SECOND MORNING. 


O f Religion. 


2 is an e Maxim with every ſo- 
ber Man, that Religion 1s: abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to a State: in a King it is unpardon- 
able, were his Subjects allow d either to ridicule 
or diſcountenance it; yet, in a King, it is un- 
wiſe to have a Grain himſelf. Obſerve well, 
my dear Nephew, what I am now going to 
ſay: There: is nothing, tyrannizes ſo much, 
both over the Underſtanding and the Heart 
as Religion, which is an Enemy to the Paſſions, 
and utterly inconſiſtent with thoſe exalted 
| Notions of true Policy that ought always to 
| | fill 
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fill the Breaſt of every Monarch. The Religion 
of a Prince is his own proper Intereſt, and his 
Glory: He ſhould be excuſed by the State 
from acknowledging any other. He may ſtill 
notwithſtanding preſerve a tranſient Outſide, 
were it only for their Amuſement who ſur- 
round and obſerve him. 

Was he to fear Gop, or rather, to imitate 
the Cant of Prieſts and Women, was he to 
fear the Devil, as Lewis the 14th did in his 
Dotage, he preſently becomes either timid, or 
childiſh, and is then worthy to be dubbed a 
Capuchin. Can it be doubted whether we 


ſhould ſeize the firſt favourable Opportunity 
of becoming Maſters of a Province? An Army 


of Devils is inſtantly before your Eyes to de- 
fend it, and we are weak enough to imagine 
that ſuch an Undertaking 1s a Piece of In- 
Juſtice, and fooliſhly proportion the Degree 
of Puniſhment to the Greatneſs of our Offence. 


Are we on a Treaty with other Powers? Should 


we but for a Moment reflect that we are 
Chriſtians; the Game is gone, and we per- 
petually the Loſers. War is a Kind of Mart, : 
in which he who has the feweſt Scruples al- 
Ways makes the ſureſt Bargain; nay, were 
Con- 


— e & r C (he "> 2 * 2 os r 
A A ie ay S 8 p 2 8 
a S E r TS! 4 SHINE 2 8 
E Is 265. — SE * AER i . 
E Error 
83 . "4 6 „e Nga 447 ä * 
e © ole Se BR on e 
r ; . n 
2 , 1 " N 
HERE 7 2 
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Conſcience, however lightly conſidered, the 
Buſineſs would preſently be at an End. In- 
deed what honeſt Man could ever think of 
carrying on a War, who has not a Right to 
give Orders for the Permiſſion of Plunder, 


and for the Deſtruction of the Enemy both 
by Fire and Sword? 


I do not ſay however that 1 it would be pro- 
per to adopt either Impiety or Atheiſm; but 


that our Conceptions of Things ſhould be al- 


ways anſwerable to the Rank we hold in Life. 


All the Popes, who have been bleſſed with 
common Senſe, have entertained Sentiments 
of Religion beſt calculated for their own Ad- 
vancement. It would be the Height of Folly 
In a Prince, was he to ſuffer himſelf to become 
miſerable by an Attachment to thoſe ſordid 


Scruples, made only for the Vulgar. The 


beſt Means, moreover, of deſtroying the Seeds 


of Fanaticiſm in a State, 1s to put on the cold- 


eſt Indifference poſſible for Matters of Reli- 


gion. Believe me, my dear Nephew, the Holy 
Mother has her little Caprices, as a Woman: 
She is ever inconſtant. Let true Philoſophy 
be your Protectreſs: with her is every Com- 
fort of Life; ſhe is Light and Strength, and 

B like 
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like Nature inexhauſtible. Each Diſpute of 
Conſequence upon Religion will then be 
quickly baniſhed out of your Kingdom; ſince 
Parties are only founded, either on the Weak- 
neſs of a Prince, or on that of his Miniſters. One 
important Reflection J have to make is, that 
your Anceſtors have taken the moſt prudent 


' Meaſures on this Occaſion : they have brought 
about ſuch a Reformation as gives them an 
Air of true * Methodiſin, by filling their Purſes. 
It is doubtleſs the beſt Alteration that could 


have happened in an Affair of this Kind : yet 
fince there is ſcarcely any Thing more to be 
expected from it, and that it would be dan- 
gerous, at this Moment, to tread in their 
Steps; Toleration is the ſafeſt Expedient to 
rely on. Never loſe Sight of this Principle, 


my dear Nephew, but continue to affirm, that 


throughout my Dominions every one has Li- 
berty to worſhip GoD as he likes: for ſhould 


you appear in the leaſt Degree negligent as 


to this Point, it would prove the inſtant 


Ruin of your States ; and this is the Reaſon : 


why my Kingdom is thus crowded with fo 


many different Sets, In certain Provinces the 


. - Re- 
* d' Apotre, 
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Reformed are in Poſſeſſion of all the Employ= 
ments; in others the Lutherans obtain the 
ſame Privileges. There are ſome in which the 
Catholics bear ſo great a Sway as not to ſuffer 
even the King to ſend more than one or two 
Proteſtant Deputies among them: and of all 
the ignorant and blind Fanatics I ever met 
with, I dare affirm the Papiſts to be the moſt 
violent, and, at the ſame Time, the moſt vil- 
lainous. The Prieſts, in this extravagant Re- 
ligion, are furious Bigots, who preach up No. 
thing but a blind Submiſſion to their Decrees 3 
and, in their Words of Command, vie with 
the moſt deſpotic Lords. They are a Set of 
= Afſlins, Extortioners, and Infringers of the 
public Peace; and whoſe Ambition cannot be 
expreſſed. Behold Rome! with what inſolent 
Stupidity ſhe dares ſtill maintain her pretend- 
ed Right over the Thrones of Princes. As for 
the Jews, they are a Pack of poor, pimping, 
pedling Raſcals : yet, after all, they have not 
half the Hurt in them one has been taught to 
imagine. Rebuffed, hated, perſecuted almoſt 
= every where, they take Care for this to be ex- 
3 adttly even with thoſe who tolerate them, and 
make ample Amends for ſo great an Obliga- 
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tion by fleecing every Cully they e can meet 
with on their Way. 

As our Anceſtors became Chriſtians in the 
th Century to pleaſe the Emperors; Luthe- 
rans in the 15th, to ſeize the Patrimony of 
the Church; Reformed in the 16th, to hu- 
mour the Dutch on Account of the Succeſſion 
of Cleves ; ſo we ſhall now become Tndifferent, 
to maintain a perfect Tranquillity in our States. 
My Father had once contrived an excellent 
Scheme, but it did not ſucceed. He had en- 
gaged the Preſident Laen to write him a little 
Treatiſe on Religion, that by theſe Means he 
might bring about an Union of the three Sects, 
by taking away the Diſtinctions peculiar to 


each, The Preſident ſpoke but ſcurvily of the | 


Pope, pronounced St. Joſeph to be an un- 


thinking ſimple Fellow, pulled St. Roche's 


Dog by the Ears, and took St. Anthony's Pig 
by the Tail. He did not ſo much as believe 
in the chaſte Suſannah : he looked upon St. 
Bernard and St. Dominic in the Light of 


Courtiers, equally baſe and undermining; and 


_ refuſed St. Francis de Sales the Title as a Saint. 


The eleven thouſand Virgins had juſt the ſame 


Credit with him as all the Saints, and all the 
| Martyrs 
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Martyrs of Loyola. As for Myſteries he agreed 
that it was unneceſſary ever to think of ex- 
plaining them, but very neceſſary to put a 
good Conſtruction on the whole, and not to 
be too violently attached to the Words. In 
| Regard to the Lutherans; it was on them he 
placed his chief Support, and wiſhed the Ca- 
tholics would come to have a little of the In- 
fidel in them, with Reſpect to the Court of 


EZ Rome; but he pretended that the Lutherans 


would for the future leave off all Thoughts of 
ſo much Subtlety in Diſpute. | He pretended 
likewiſe, after ſome Diſtinctions were remov- 
ed, to prove that they were both very nearly 
the ſame. He believed that it would coſt him 
more Pains to reconcile the Calviniſts, becauſe 
they were more hot-headed than the Lutherans» 
One good Expedient, however, which he pro- 
poſed, was to have no Confeſſor, at the Time 
of Communion, but Go himſelf. He re- 
garded the Worſhip of Images, as a Sort of 
Decoy for the People : and thought that every 
Clown ſhould have ſome darling Saint or 
other. For the Monks, he expelled them; 
being conſidered but as Enemies who ſhould 
be taxed very ſeverely ; and for the Prieſts, 
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he gave them Leave to marry their Miſtreſſes. 
This has made much Noiſe: the good Ladies 
took upon them to be greatly offended, and 
thought it worſe than Sacrilege that their 
Myſteries ſhould be thus rudely handled. If 


this Pamphlet had been properly reliſhed, one 


would then have taken the neceſſary Steps to 
have had the Deſign by all Means put into 
Execution. I have not wholly laid it aſide, 
my dear Nephew ; but flatter myſelf with the 
Thoughts of having your Aſſiſtance in carry- 
ing it to Perfection. 

This would be certainly a very uſeful Un- 
dertaking: it would be the Means of reducing 
all Mankind into one delightful Fraternity ; 
of ſubjecting them to one common Law, the 
_ eaſieſt and the beſt, that of living like Fathers 
and like Friends together : it would be the 
Means of ſhewing them the Neceſſity there is 
both to live and die in Peace; and of being 
bappy only in the ſocial Virtues. Theſe Prin- 
ciples being once deeply inculcated into the 
Minds of the riſing Generation; the whole 


World would be no more than one great Fa- 
mily; and not even the ſo much celebrated 
golden Age could boaſt of half the Happineſs 

wad [ 
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I with it may enjoy, and of which we ſhall 
unalterably -partake. — Conſider the Plan I 
have already laid down, in Order to compaſs 
ſo great a Deſign; J endeavour, as much as 
poſſible, in all the Writings which are pub- 


liſhed throughout my Kingdom, to inſtil an 


open Contempt for every Thing that has hither- 
to looked like a Reformation; and never loſe 
even the ſlighteſt Occaſion of penetrating into 
the ambitious Schemes which either the Court 
of Rome, her Prieſts, or her Miniſters may 
have in View : by little and little I ſhall ac- 
cuſtom my Subjects to think as I do; and, in 
the End, diveſt them of all their Prejudices. 
But as it is proper to have ſome Kind of 
Worſhip, I intend, if I hve long enough, to 
pitch upon a Man of Eloquence, who 1s to 
preach it up. I ſhall immediately put on a 
Frown of Perſecution, but ſhall take by De- 
grees the Title of Defender, and zealouſly a- 
dopt his Syſtem. If you have a Mind I ſhould 
ſpeak out; the Thing is already done. Vol- 
taire has compoſed the Preamble: and proves 
the Neceſlity of obliterating all that has been 
ſaid till now upon Religion; — not a ſingle 
Point being yet agreed on. The Founders of 
each 
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each Sect are there delineated with that ge- 
nuine Freedom, which is a Copy only of Truth 
itſelf. He has brought to Light ſome ſecret 
Memoirs, both of Popes, Biſhops, Prieſts, 


and Miniſters, which diffuſe an uncommon 


Pleaſantry and Humour through his Work, 


written in a Style ſo cloſe and rapid, one has 


not Time to reflect; and, as an Author of 
complete Addreſs, affects the moſt implicit 


Faith, even while he advances the moſt 
doubtful Principles. D'Alembert and Mau- 


pertuis have drawn the Outlines of this great 
Work: and have calculated the whole with 
ſo much Preciſion, as would induce one to 


believe they had taken the Pains to demon- 


ſtrate it over to themſelves, before they pre- 
ſumed to make the Attempt in Public. Rouſ- 


ſeau has laboured theſe four Years to obviate 


all Objections. For my own Part, I am re- 
ſolved to be foremoſt in mortifying all thoſe 
illiterate Wretches who ſhall have the Impu- 
dence to oppoſe us: for this allied Army of 
Prieſts and Prelates are continually playing off 
their Artillery upon the Populace, who have 
neither Time nor Talents for Reflection. Pray 
ſee the Reaſon therefore, why in Countries 

5 which 
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which ſwarm with Prieſts, the People are more 
ignorant and more unhappy, than in thoſe 
where Proteſtants are eſtabliſhed. Prieſts are, 
in ſhort, like Soldiers, who do Miſchief either 
from Habit, or for mere Paſtime. Counting 
Arguments is to them but counting Beads; 
they have always fifty in a String at their 
Finger-Ends on each controverted Point; and 
can drop at leaſt thirty uncommon Hints 
and Reflections on each Article in holy Writ. 
They are juſt now fully employed in proving 
that whatever comes out, in theſe Days, is 
an entire Fiction: vz. That there never was 
upon Earth ſuch a Place as Paradiſe ;—That 
it would be degrading the DeiTy could we 
be brought te believe He ever made a down- 
right Simpleton 0 own divine Image; and 
a Creature the moſt perfect an arrant Huſly : 
for after all they tell you, it was nothing but 
the Length of the Serpent's Tail that captivated 
Eve, and threw her Imagination into a fright- 
ful Diſcompoſure. The Marquis d'Argens 
and Mr. Formey have concerted the proper 


Meaſures for a Council. I am to be their 


Preſident; but without the leaſt Pretence of 
aſſuming to my ſelf one Ray of Divinity from 
| C the 
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the Spirit, more than is afforded others. There 
ſhall be no more than one Miniſter belonging 
to each Sect, and four Deputies to each Pro- 
vince; two from the Nobility, and two from 
the Commons: as for the reſt, both Prieſts, 
Monks, and Miniſters in general, they ſnall 
one and all be excluded from having a Vote, 
as Perſons who are privately intereſted in the 
Thing; and, that the Spirit may appear more 
publickly to preſide in this Aſſembly; the 
whole ſhall be ſtrictly conformable to the 
Rules of common 1 Senſe. 


THE THIRD MORNING. 


of Juice 


E owe our Subjects Juſtice, as they 

owe us Reſpect. I mean by this, my 

dear Nephew, that every Man ſhould have 
ſtrict Juſtice done him, and our own Subjects 
more eſpecially,when it tends neither to ſubvert 
our Rights nor wound our Authority : for it 
ought 
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ought not to hold any Proportion, much leſs to 


decide, between the Rights of the Monarch, and 


thoſe of the Subject or the Slave: but ſhould be 
allowed to determine in Caſes of Judgment, 


or Matters of Right betwixt Man and Man. 


It is the Act only which can make us adored, 
But take great Care that this ſame Juſtice does 
not totally overthrow you. Place before your 
Eyes the firſt Charles led away to the Scaffold 
by Means of this Juſtice, which the People 
loudly and impetuouſly inſiſted on. For my 
own Part, I was born with more Ambition 


7 9 than to ſuffer either myſelf or my States to 


1 be ſubject to any of her Commands: and it 


is doubtleſs this Conſideration only, which 
induced me to compile the Frederician Code. 


5 I know very well that I have dreſſed the good 
1 Lady up in a * Fardingale, but I was afraid 
7 leſt ſhe ſhould be ſeen in this Diſguiſe; as I 
1 could eaſily obſerve the great Influence ſhe 
L had among the People; and knew likewiſe on 
the contrary, that it was often in the Power 
of a ſkilful Prince to ſatisfy his own Ambi- 
2 tion, while he renders himſelf adored by his 
WF Subjects. 1 | 
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The greateſt Part of mine have imagined 


that my ſole Motive was to remedy thoſe In- 


conveniencies and Defects, which take their 
Riſe out of the Wranglings and Intricacy of 
the Law. Alas! I confeſs to you, and I have 
ſometimes bluſhed to do it, that very far from 
having had ſuch a Redreſs in my Thoughts, I 


regret the little Advantages that even Chica- 
nery procured me} the Duties which have 


been ſince laid both on the Practice of the 
Courts, and on ſtampt Paper, having dimi- 
niſhed my Revenues near five hundred thou- 
ſand Livres. Do not, my dear Nephew, be of- 
fended at this word Juſtice; it has, like o- 
thers, very different Significations, and is 


capable of being explained a thouſand dif- 
ferent Ways: read the Conſtruction which I 
have put upon it: Juſtice is the Image of Gop, 


Who then can attain to ſuch Perfection? 
Ought not a man very greatly to be com- 
mended, who leaves off all Thoughts of en- 
tirely comprehending it? Take a View of all 
the Countries in the World, and examine 
thoroughly, whether it be adminiſtered after 
the ſame Manner in any two Kingdoms. After 


this, I would have you compare the different 
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Principles by which Men conduct themſelves 
through Life; and judge whether or no they 
agree with each other. What very extraor- 
dinary Thing then could it be thought, if a 
Man ſhould lay down Rules of Juſtice for 
himſelf? I was once inclined to inſpect the 
different Courts throughout my Kingdom, 
and ſoon found in them a vaſt Army of Civi- 
| lians; all of whom were. publicly reputed 
honeſt, yet. much ſuſpeed otherwiſe. Each 
Tribunal had it's Superiour, and for my own 
Part, I had mine; as an Oppoſition, was 
formed to the Deciſions which were given by 
my Counſel. I cannot ſay I was much diſ- 

pleaſed, as it had been a Cuſtom. * In ex- 
SUL. what Progreſs Juſtice had made in 


my 


*The Lawyers have at laſt dared to oppoſe their Monarch, 
and have often proved victorious. Under a weak Prince 
ſurrounded by Miniſters either ignorant or avaritious, the 
Legiſlative Power takes the Lead, ſtrengthens itſelf out of 
Love towards the People whoſe Cauſe it pretends moſt 
heartily to eſpouſe; till by Degrees it riſes to ſo high a 
Pitch of Extravagance, as fairly to pull down the Idol, to 
which it had but lately offered public Incenſe. Recollect 
only the well-contrived Plots of the French Parliaments. 
In Order to eaſe themſelves from a Burden of Taxes; they 
aggravated their Misfortunes to their Monarch ; they paint- 
ed the State as running headlong to it's own Deſtruction; 


proyoked 
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my States, or, to ſpeak with more Propriety, 
in obſerving the monſtrous Chicane of the 
Law encreaſe every Day more and more, and 


eat away the Property of all my good Sub- 
jects; I began to fear, leſt in the End they 


ſhould be ſwallowed up alive in theſe wreathy 
Whirlpools, or totally loſt in the Labyrinths 
of Deluſion. But what gave me the moſt Un- 
Eaſineſs was, fo often to hear the Sound of 
that diſcordant String on which, Lawyers one 
and all, are perpetually harping; ; that Spirit 
of Liberty inſeparable from their Principles; 
and to obſerve their peculiar Addreſs in what- 
ever tends to their own, or to the Advantage 


of their Party; and, in ſhamefully trampling 


over their Adverfaries,” by a ſhew of- Equity 
| the 


provoked the Rancour of their Enemies; rooted up the 


Seeds of Patriotiſm out of the Minds of loyal Subjects; 


and, laſt of all, ſeized upon the Government, Inſtead of 
doing Juſtice to the Unfortunate, who earneſtly entreated 
them for Relief; they either dragged them at their Cha- 


riot- Wheels; or, having ſtript them of their Rags, r 


them away hungry, to die upon their Dung-hills. All the 


French Philoſophers were up in Arms againſt theſe open 


Depredations committed with Impunity, and exerciſed up- 


on theſe wretched Beings : true it is, that the Juſticiary 
Power in this Kingdom has been ever avaritious and de- 


praved. Read the Chancellor of the Hyſpital, and you 
will ſoon be convinced. 


* 
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the moſt ſevere. I have often called to Mind 
thoſe ſpirited, yet whimſical Acts, of the 
French as well as of the Engliſh Parliament; 
and am aſtoniſhed to find them ſo diſgraceful,” 
as they have ſometimes been, to the Dignity 
of the Throne. In the midft of a thouſand 
ſuch like Reflections, I was determined with 
in myſelf to oy the Foundation of this grow- 
ing Power: and it was, by fimplifying as 
much as poſſible, that I at laſt reduced it to 
the deſired Point. You will perhaps be ſur- 
prized, my dear Nephew, that thoſe Gentry, 
who never bear Arms, nor ever ſpeak but with 
Reſpect of the ſacred Perſon of the King, 
ſhould alone be in a Capacity to controul him. 
It is owing preciſely to the ſame Reaſons that 
they find no Difficulty in bounding our Power: 
for one cannot eaſily be brought to ſuſpect 
them of the leaſt Violence, ſince they never 
ſpeak of us but with the higheſt Regard; and 
our Subjects are almoſt inſtantly wrought up- 
on by this perſuaſive Eloquence, which ſeems 
to have no other End in View, than their own 
Happineſs, and the Glory of our Kingdom. 
I have often reflected on the Advantages which 
a Kingdom * derive to itſelf, from a Body 


3 of 
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of Men who repreſent the Nation, and to 
whom is entruſted the Care of it's Laws: I 
even think that a King would be ſurer of his 
Crown, when it is either preſented or ſecured 
to him by ſuch Hands; but he muſt be an 
honeſt Man indeed, and of ſound Principle, 
whoſe Actions will bear to be every Moment 
examined. 

In ſuch a Caſe, was he to have any Ambi- 
tion; he muſt be obliged to renounce it: for 
my Part, I ſhould have done nothing at all, 
had I been in the leaſt Degree conſtrained. 
I might perhaps have been looked upon as a 
juſt Prince, but I ſhould have been refuſed 

the Title of a Hero. 

Let me obſerve that a March 5 1s oftener 
expoſed to the Viciſſitudes of Fortune than a 
Deſpotic Prince; yet a Deſpotic Prince ſhould 
{till be active, knowing, and reſolute. It re- 
quires more Virtue to ſhine in the Character 
of a Deſpotic Prince, than in that of a Mo- 
narch : the latter of whom 1s indeed flattered 


by his Courtiers, who will encourage his 


Vices, and deceive him ; but a Slave will yet 
do more: he will pay Homage, will proſtrate, 
will make himſelf contemptible; and all this 

” 10 
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to aggrandize his Lord: for a great Man then 
to reign like a Deſpotic Prince is more bene” 
ficial to himſelf, and does very much conduce 
to his own Eaſe; yet 1s ſtill proportionably 
tormenting to all who live under his Go- 
vernment. 


THE FOURTH MORNING. 


Of Policy. 


E S it is agreed among Men, that to de- 
ceive our Fellow-Creatures is an Action 
both criminal and ungenerous; ſo they have 
been obliged to look out for ſuch a Term as 
might in ſome Degree palliate and conceal their 
Intention, and have at laſt fixed on the Word 
Policy. This Word would, doubtleſs, never 
have been coined but with a View of gaining 
the Royal Favour: ſince we cannot, with any 
Decency, confer upon each other, the baſe 
Titles of Rogues and Cheats. Be this as it 
| | | D will; 
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will; I ſhall, notwithſtanding, lay before you 
my real Sentiments on the Subject. I mean 
by Policy, my dear Nephew, that every Man 
ſhould, if poſſible, over-reach his Neighbour : 
it is a Method by which one may either gain 
ſome Advantage, or at leaſt put ourſelves up- 
on an equal Footing with the Reſt of the 


World. For you may be fully perſuaded that 
all States and Potentates on Earth are running 


the ſame Career; nay, that it is the grand 
Point, which the whole World, great and 


ſmall, are aiming at, though in Secret. Now 


this Principle being once laid down, you ought 
never to be aſhamed of entering into any Al- 
liances, of which you can reap the ſole Ad- 


vantage. Do not be guilty of a groſs Miſ- 


take, in not immediately breaking them off 
whenever your Intereſt leads you to it: but 
above all Things let the following Maxim be 
with Spirit ſupported, that to plunder the 


neighbouring States is only taking from them 


the Means of doing you any farther Miſchief. 
To ſpeak without Evaſion, Policy alone has 


founded Kingdoms, and does {till preſerve 
them; thus, my dear Nephew, I would have 


you thoroughly to underſtand, and conceive 
as this 
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this Affair in it's trueſt and moſt extenſive 
Light. For this End we divide it into State, 
and private Policy. The firſt regards only the 
general Intereſts of the Kingdom; the ſecond 


has Reſpect to the particular Intereſts of 
Princes. 


8 Of private Policy. 


A Prince ſhould never ſuffer himſelf to ap- 
pear in Public, but to the beſt Advantage : 
and this is what I would have you ſeriouſly 
to conſider. While I was Heir Apparent, I 
had little of the Soldier in me; I conſulted 
my own Eaſe, was fond of good Eating, and 
a chearful Glaſs; and in Affairs of Love 
I had often. both Hands employed. But no 
ſooner was I made King than I immediately 
put on the Soldier, the Philoſopher, and the 
Poet: I lay on Straw ; I eat Ammunition- 
Bread at the Head of my Camp; I drank 
little before my Subjects ; and appeared to 
_ deſpiſe the Women. Obſerve how I conduct 
myſelf in all my Actions. On my Journies I 
always march without a Guard, and travel 
us: th and Day ; my Retinue | is ſmall, but 

DA | well 
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well choſen; my Carriage quite plain, but in 
Return for this, it is excellently hung; and I 
ſleep in it as ſoundly as I ſhould do in my 
Bed. I ſeem to give myſelf no Sort of Trouble 
about my Manner of Living: one Servant in 
waiting, another to dreſs Meat, and a third 
for Paſtry, furniſh the whole of my travelling 
Equipage. I even order my own Dinner, and 


this is not the Thing I have the leaſt Skill in 


neither, ſince I am well acquainted with the 


Country; and whatever 1 demand, whether 


Game, Fiſh, or Butcher's-Meat, it is always 
the beſt that can be procured. When I ſtop 
at any Place on the Road, I always alight with 
an Air of great Fatigue; and ſhew myſelf to 
the People juſt as I am, in a paltry thread- 

bare Coat, and a Wig that has not a Curl in 


it. Theſe are the mere Nothings that often 


make the moſt ſtriking Impreſnon. I give Au- 
dience to all the World, Prieſts, Miniſters, and 
Monks excepted ; for as ſuch Sort of Folks 
ſpeak commonly at a Diſtance, J hear them 
from my Window: a Page receives em, and 
makes 'em my Compliment at the Gate. In 
all my Converſations, I affect Nothing leſs 
than to have the Good of my Subjects per- 
15 petually 
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petually at Heart, I aſk Queſtions both of 
Noblemen, Citizens, and Mechanics, and I 
enter with them into the moſt particular 
Enquiries. Vou know, my dear Nephew, as 
well as I, the ſcurvy Compliments that are 
uſually paid us by ſuch Kind of Gentry. Vou 
may perhaps remember who it was that told 
me I muſt be very good indeed, to give my- 
ſelf any farther Trouble, after having carried 
on the War ſo long; or recollect the Fellow's 
Name, whoſe Heart was fo deeply affected on 
ſeeing the ſhabby Coat I wore, and my Table 
very indifferently furniſhed. The poor Crea- 
ture never dreamt of the rich Suit I had un- 
derneath ; and thought it impoſlible one 
ſhould even live without a Ham and a Quarter 
of Veal for Dinner. 

On a Review of my Troops, before my 
coming up with the Regiment, I carefully 
read over the Names of all the Officers and 
Serjeants; of which I retain perhaps three or 
four, together with thoſe of their reſpective 
Companies. I am very minutely informed of 
all the little Grievances my Captains may have 
committed : and ſuffer each of the Soldiers to 
lay before me * n The Hour ap- 


pointed 
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pointed for the Review being come, I leave 
my Houſe: the Populace preſently ſurround 
me; nor do] ſuffer them to be diſperſed : but 
talk in a free eaſy Manner with whoever hap- 
pens to ſtand next me, and gives the moſt per- 
tinent Anſwers. Having joined the Regiment, 
I give the Word, and they immediately begin 
to exerciſe: in the mean Time I paſs leiſurely 
thro' all the Ranks, and have a Word or two 
with all the Captains. When 1 happen to 
ſtand over againſt thoſe I have recollected 
fince my reading over the Roll, I addreſs each 
of them by his proper Name; as I do likewiſe 


all the Lieutenants and Serjeants. From this 


I am looked upon as a Man of uncommon 
Memory and Reflection. You ſaw, my dear 
Nephew, how I mortified a Major, who had 
fitted out his Company with Shirts that were 
too ſhort. I managed the Affair ſo dexterouſly, 
that one of the Soldiers had the Impudence to 
take his Shirt from his Breeches. If a Regi- 
ment exerciſe in a ſlovenly Manner, my Me- 
thod of puniſhing is to make them repeat it 


thirteen Days ſucceſſively : during which, not 


one of the Officers are ſuffered to come near 
my Table: but if they go thr ough their Evo- 
lutions 
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tions with great Facility, I make all the Cap- 
tains eat with me, and perhaps ſome Lieu- 
tenants likewiſe. 

By this Method of Review, I am intimate- 
ly informed both of the Strength and Diſci- 

pline of my Troops: and when I meet with an 
Officer, who returns me a ſmart reſolute An- 
ſwer; I ſet down his Name in my Catalogue, 
and make Uſe of him whenever I find Occa- 
ſion. At preſent all the World imagines that 
it is the Love I bear towards my Subjects 
which makes me viſit my different States as 
often as I can get an Opportunity of doing 
it: let the World reſt in the Opinion it has 
received ; but for my own Part, this Motive 
takes up the leaſt of my Thoughts: the Thing 
is, I am obliged to do it; and the Reaſon 
briefly this. My Kingdom is deſpotic; and 
conſequently whoever is in Poſſeſſion of it 
muſt take the entire Charge upon himſelf. If 
I neglect going regularly on theſe Viſitations, 
the Governors I have appointed would endea- 
vour to undermine and uſurp me, and by 
Degrees throw off the Principles of Obedience, 
in Order to adopt the more pleaſing ones of 
Independence. 


2 | ___ More- 
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Moreover, fince my Commands can be no 


other than peremptory and abſolute; my Re- 


preſentatives think themſelves ſufficiently au- 
thorized to affect their Monarch in this Tone 
of Tyranny: whereas, on the contrary, by 


thus viſiting my Dominions from Time to 
Time, I am in a Capacity of diſcovering the 


Abuſes vrhich are committed by thoſe to whom 
the ſeveral Powers are entruſted; and of re- 
ſtraining within the Bounds of Duty all who | 
are impatient of the leaſt Controul. Add to 
theſe Reaſons that of making my Subjects be- 
heve I come amongſt them for no other End, 
than to redreſs their Grievances and alleviate 
their Misfortunes. 15 


Of polite Literature. 


I have done every Thing in my Power to 


be thought a Man of Taſte and Learning; 


and have been happier in this Reſpect than 
Cardinal Richlieu; for now, thank Gop, I 
have the Name of an Author: yet, among 
ourſelves, let me tell you, that theſe choice 
Spirits are a curſed Crew altogether ; a Set of 


Men whoſe Vanity is infupportable : who are 


ſwollen 
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ſwollen with Pride; who deſpiſe the Great, 
yet covet Grandeur: are highly ſelf-opinion- 
| ated; implacable Enemies, and inconſtant 
Friends: inſipid in their Converſation, and 
of ſo whimſical a Caſt, as to be, one Hour, 
ſcarcely better than flattering Buffoons; the 
next, replete with the moſt virulent Satire. 
They are, notwithſtanding, neceſſary Imple- 
ments for a Deſpotic Prince, and one whoſe 
Heart is fixed on Glory. Honours are {tilt | 
at their Diſpoſal : without them no ſolid Re- 
putation can be acquired. We muſt, there- 
fore, out of mere Neceſſity, countenance 
and careſs; and, from Motives of Policy, 
reward them. As Writing is among thoſe 
Employments which take one off from ſuch 
as are of more Importance, and worthy of a 
Throne; I never compoſe but when I have 
Nothing better to amuſe me: and in Order 
to ſave myſelf ſome little Trouble, I take 
Care to have always a few of theſe Men of 
Genius at Court, whoſe Province is to diſpoſe 
and methodize my Thoughts. You cannot 
but have obſerved the remarkable Diſtinction 
I have ſhewn Mr. d'Alembert on his late Ex- 


E | pedition, 
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pedition. I have made him conſtantly fit 

down with me at Table: and done Nothing 

elſe but commend him. You even appeared 
not a little ſurprized, to ſee the great Venera- 

tion I paid this Author. You muſt then be 
unacquainted in what vaſt Repute that Phi- 
loſopher is holden; that he is revered at Paris 
as an Oracle; that he never utters a Word 
but in Commendation of my Talents, and of 
my Virtues ; and that he maintains through- 
out, the Dignity of my Character as a true 
Hero and a great King. Beſides, Commenda- 
tion is in itſelf ſo bewitching and reſiſtleſs, 
that, when dreſſed in all the Ornaments of 
Wit and Delicacy, a Man muſt be utterly de- 
void of both, whoſe Ear 1s not raviſhed with 
the Harmony of her Voice, and whoſe Heart 
is not led away a willing Captive to her 
Charms. I am very ſenſible it is not from my 
own Actions I ſhould look out for Praile ; 
yet d Alembert is ſo ſweet a Fellow while he 
fits beſide me, that he never opens his Mouth 
without ſaying the moſt obliging Things in 
the World. Voltaire was of a different Stamp, 


ſo I diſmiſſed him; I made a Merit of this 


to 
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to Maupertuis, but to tell the Truth, 1 was 
afraid of him at the Bottom: ſince it might 
not always be in my Power to make the uſual 
Preſents; and I perfectly underſtood that for 
one Crown leſs; I ſhould receive from him 
gratis fix hundred Laſhes. Beſides, all Things 
well conſidered, and with the Advice of my 
Academy, it has been reſolved that no two 
Men of Learning and Ingenuity could long 
breath the ſame Air. I forgot to tell you, that 
in the midſt of my greateſt Misfortunes, I 
have taken all W W Care, their Pen- 
ſions were duly paid. War being trans form- 
ed, by theſe Philoſophers, into a frightful 
b bloody Monſter, the Moment their Purſe be- 
gins to ſuffer from it. 


(Of Policy) In @ few particulars. 


Have you a Mind to know how to pleaſe all 

the World, at a very little Expence? The Se- 
 cret is this: Permit your Subjects perſonally 
to addreſs, and hold a direct Correſpondence 
= 7: with 
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with you. When they have done this; either 
give Audience, or an immediate Anſwer. Let 
the Style of your Letters be as follows: If 
what you ſay be true, I will do you Fuſtice : but 
ſhudder at the Thought that Calumny and Lies go 
not unpuniſbed. I am your King Frederic. 
Whoever come to lay their Complaints be- 
fore you; hear them with Attention, or at leaſt 
with an Appearance of it. Let your Anſwer 
be Laconic, and to the Purpoſe. A Couple 
of Letters after this Manner, with two An- 
ſwers in the ſame Style would prevent your 
being peſtered for the future with any more 
of their tedious nonſenſical Quarrels; and 
will give you, both at Home and Abroad, ſuch 
an Air of Simplicity and Exactneſs, as is ſuf- 
ficient to eſtabliſh the Reputation of Princes. 
I know, my dear Nephew, that for two ſuch 
Letters, ſent into Countries the French took 
Poſſeſſion of in 1757; I was there looked up- 
on as the moſt popular, the moſt upright, and 
the moſt equitable King, ever ſeated * a 
Throne. 


In 
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In Dreſs. 

If my Grandfather had lived but twenty 
Years longer, we ſhould have been all ruined; 
the Celebration of his Birth-Day would have 
made a Famine in the Kingdom. For my own 
Part, I never wear any Thing beſides my Re- 
gimentals: and the Soldiers think that this is 
done wholly out of a Regard for their Wel- 
fare; but Example only 1s the true Motive. 
It was a good Thought in my Father to have 
their Uniform blue, for the Sake of Ornament, 
While one is not very rich, but yet at the 
ſame Time very deſirous of being dreſſed to 
Advantage ; one ſhould take Care not to be 
tricked out in Silk-Bindings. Embroidery of 
every Kind with all other uſeleſs Ornaments 
either of Gold or Silver ſhould be left to 
Princes luxurious and effeminate; whoſe Lives 
are a public Scene of Diſſipation and Debauch- 
| ery. There is an abſolute Neceſſity for theſe 
diſguſting Triflers to provide, each Day, ſome 
newly-invented and far-fetched Refinements, 
that they may pleaſe the Women ; which alone 
| aun the ! Buſineſs of their Lives. 


In 
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In Pleaſures. 


Mankind, without Exception, are Votaries 
to Love. If for once you ſhould be fo lucky 
as to elude his Dart, the Danger will not then 
be over; his Bow 1s bent a ſecond Time: he 
only takes the ſurer Aim for being thus re- 
pulſed. Never have the Vanity to oppoſe 
him; believe me, you muſt yield at laſt. 
Though I cannot complain much of the Tricks 
he has played me, yet I would by no Means 
have you follow my Example: the moſt per- 
. nicious Conſequences might enſue from it. 
Your Officers and Commanders would by 
Degrees recruit in ſo careleſs and indolent a 
Manner, as to make your own Glory and the 
great Intereſts of your Kingdom ſubſervient 
to their private Pleaſures; and thus your Ar- 
my would be at Length reduced to the ſame 
miſerable Condition, with the Troops of your 
Uncle Henry. I ſhould have been fond of 
Hunting : but the vaſt Expence your Grand- 
Sire was at, in maintaining his great Huntſ- 
man, has taught me better. My Father has 
ſaid 
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ſaid a hundred Times, that there were not 
two Kings in Europe able to go through the 
Charge which neceſſarily attends a Stag-Hunt: 
it being quite out of Character for a crowned 
Head, to follow his Hounds like a Country- 
Eſquire. I am naturally of a very ſocial Diſ- 
poſition, and love good Cheer; Wine, Coffee, 
and now and then a Cordial: yet my Subjects 
think there is not a more ſober Man in the 
World. When I dine in Public I take Care 
to provide a German Cook; but when alone, 
I have always a French Cook, who does all 

he can to ſerve me: and I freely confeſs, I 
am not eaſily pleaſed. Philoſophers have ſaid 


pleaſantly enough, that one cannot do better 


than throw away a Couple of Hours every 
Day upon the Senſes: and pray let me aſk, 
what would be our Exiſtence without them? 
I am moderately fond of Gaming: but have 
not yet brought myſelf to loſe. Play is in- 
deed the Mirror of the Soul: a Thing that 
does not always anſwer my Purpoſe; becaule, 
with Reſpect to my own, I am not over ſol- 
licitous to have it peeped into at all. Public 

Entertainments, and eſpecially Muſic, are my 


. | | chief 
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chief Delight. I find however the Opera to 


be an expenſive Diverſion: and as for the 


Pleaſure I receive from a fine Voice, or a good 
Fiddle, it would be greatly enhanced; if the 
Prices were not ſo extravagant. As every 
Body has ſeen this Piece of Luxury in it's true 
Light, I did all I could to perſuade them it 

was both uſeful and neceſſary. But my veteran ; 


Commanders have never yet been willing to 


allow, that an Opera-Girl or Muſician ſhould 
be put on an equal Footing, or have the 
ſame Appointments, with themſelves. You 
have here before you, my dear Nephew, the 
true Picture of a Man, even at his own Ex- 
pence. Believe me, he is ever under the Do- 
minion of his Paſſions; he takes a Pride in 
Self-Love; and all his Virtues have no other 
Foundation than his own Intereſt and his own 
Ambition. Would you be thought a Hero? 
Boldly venture-at a Crime. Would you be 
thought a Sage? Diſguiſe yourſelf with Art. 


THE 


2 
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THE FIFTH MORNING.- 


Of State: Policy. 


HE Policy of a State may be reſolved 

into three Principles : firſt, to be per- 
fectly ſecure at Home, and avail itſelf of every 
Circumſtance that may contribute to it's 
Grandeur; ſecondly, to enter into no Alli- 
ances that will not turn out to it's Advantage; 
and thirdly, to make itſelf both feared and 
reſpected even in Times of public DOVER 
dency. 


The firſt Principle. 


The firſt Buſineſs, on my Acceſſion to the 
Throne, was to inſpect the Treaſury; and to 
know in what Condition my Father had left 
. it. 
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=. FHhs vaſt Economy furniſhed me with 
Hopes of carrying into Execution ſome great 
Deſigns. Not long after, I took a Review of 


my Troops; which made a very magnificent 


Appearance: I then went again into my 
Treaſury, and drew from it as much as I 


found ſufficient to double the Force, of which 


I was already Maſter. - But I had no ſooner 


done this, than it was very natural for me to 


launch out a little, and grow diſcontented 


with my preſent Situation; I accordingly ſoon _ 


came to a Determination with myſelf not to 
let ſlip the firſt favourable Opportunity. In 
the mean Time my Troops obſerved the moſt 
regular Diſcipline : and I left Nothing un- 
done to have the Eyes of all Europe fixed on 


theſe military Operations; which I repeated 


every Year, in Order to appear more expert 
and knowing. I at laſt gained my Point, and 
became the Object of general Attention. All 
the World adopted my Plan, and were to the 
laſt Degree miſerable; till they had learnt 
how to move their Arms, Feet, and Head, after 
the Pruſſian Manner. From this Time, there 
was not a Soldier or Officer in my Army who 

| did 
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did not riſe as high again at leaſt in his own 
Eſteem; when they found themſelves uni- 
verſally imitated. 
While my Troops were thus ſuperiour to 
all others, I became wholly employed in ex- 
amining the Pretenſions I was able to make 
to ſeveral different Provinces. Four principal 
Points offered themſelves to View : Sileſia; 
Poliſ-Pruſſia; Dutch-Guelders ; and Swediſh 
Pomerania. I fixed upon Sileſia, as an Object 
that ſeemed beſt to deſerve my Attention, on 
Account of ſeveral very favourable Circum- 
ſtances; and ſhall leave, to Time only, the 
Care of executing the Schemes I have formed 
concerning the others. I ſhall not here de- 
monſtrate the Validity of my Pretenſions to 
this Province: let this be the Employment of 
my Lawyers. Theſe the Empreſs Queen has 
however oppoſed by her own; and the Affair 
has been at laſt determined by the irreſiſtible 
Eloquence of Cannon, and the Claſh of 
Arms. But let us return to the Circumſtances, 
and to the Order in which they ſucceeded 
each other, 8 | 
. F 2 France 
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France conceived a Deſign of removing the 
Empire from the Houſe of Auſtria, I could 
not have defired better Sport. France took 
Part with a Son-of-Spain in Italy: I was 
quite delighted; well knowing that it could 
not be done but at the Expence of the Queen. 
France, after this, formed a glorious Scheme 
for marching to the Gates of Vienna: where 
I attended her, that I might make myſelf 
Maſter of Sileſia. Have but the Money, my 
dear Nephew, and avail yourſelf of Circum- 
ſtances ; and you may reſt aſſured not only 
of being perfectly ſecure at Home, but of 
enlarging the Borders of your Kingdom. 
They are but indifferent Politicians who pre- 
tend that a State, after having once arrived 
at a certain Point, ought not to think of ag- 
grandizing itſelf farther; merely becauſe their 
Syſtem of a Balance, which gives to each 
Power it's preſent Boundary, will not admit 
of it. I well remember how neceſſary it was, 
during the Reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, 
that France ſhould pay dear for the Ambition 
of her Monarch; and I know too the Uneaſi- 
neſs I have ſuffered from my own. Beſides, 
| | I 
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I am not ignorant that France, while at the 
loweſt Ebb of Power, gave away a Crown; 
and continued to preſerve the Provinces ſhe 
had conquered : but you have juſt now ſeen, 
that in the very Height of the Tempeſt which 
ſeemed inevitably to portend my Ruin; I 
came off unhurt. Thus does every Thing 
depend on Circumſtances, and the Courage 
of him who can beſt turn them to his Ad- 

vantage. 82 
You will ſcarcely believe, my dear Nephew, 
of what Importance it is both to a King and 
to a State, that they ſhould now and then 
ſtrike out of the common Road: and it is 
only by the Marvellous one can thus impoſe 
on the World, and get one's ſelf a Name. 
Under the Notion of a Balance, the whole 
World has been brought into Subjection; 
imagining that wherever a Thing of this 
Nature takes Place, a conſtant Poſſeſſion is 
thereby ſecured. Yet it is in Reality Nothing 
but a Word ; all Europe being conſidered as 
a Family, in which are to be met with in- 
different Brothers, and unkind Relations. I 
lay further, my dear Nephew, that it is by de- 
6 | | ſpiſing 
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ſpiſing this Syſtem, we muſt riſe to Greatneſs. 
Obſerve the Engliſh : they have fettered the 
Ocean. That proud Element dares no longer 


tranſport a Veſſel, without their Permiſſion. 
It follows from hence, that one ought al- 


ways to make the Attempt : and be fully per- 


ſuaded that every Thing will turn out as we 
could wiſh. It is neceſſary only to be upon 
our Guard, not to inſiſt too ſtrongly, or with 
too great Oſtentation, on our Claims: but 
above all Things, I would adviſe, that you 
encourage two or three ſuch Men as are re- 
markable for their Eloquence ; admit them 
to Court, and let it be their Buſineſs to juſtify 
your Pretenhons. 


Tze ſecond Principle. 


It is an uncontroverted Point in Politics, 


that a State ſhould enter into no Engage- 
ments, that would not turn out to it's Ad- 
vantage: and indeed no Power whatever can 


be ſufficiently authorized to neglect ſo gene- 


; ral a Maxim. One Conſequence deductible 


from 
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from hence is, — That Alliances ſhould be 
diſſolved, when they are found prejudicial. 
In my firſt War with the Queen, I pur- 
poſely deſerted the French at Prague; having 
gained Silefia in Exchange; but ſhould I 
have conducted them to Vienna, they would 
not have made me ſo ample a Recompence. 
A few Years after, I renewed my League with 
them; having at that Time ſome Thoughts 
of attempting the Conqueſt of Bohemia; and 
being obliged, on ſeveral Accounts, to keep 
fair with this great Power. I have ſince, 
however, overlooked them; my Intereſt re- 
quiring me to be on good Terms with ano- 
ther Nation, which has made by far more 
_ advantageous Propoſals. When Pruſſia, my 
dear Nephew, has once made her Fortune, 
ſhe may then put on an Air of Uprightneſs 
and Sincerity : for this, it is true, cannot long 
be preſerved, except by Nations already raiſed 
to Greatneſs; or by States, which are ſcarcely 
above Dependence. It is equally true, my 
dear Nephew, that Knavery and Politics go 
Hand in Hand: you may generally ſubſtitute 
the one for the other. There are People, 

not- 
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notwithſtanding, whoſe Intentions are up- 
right, and whoſe Actions are conformable to 
their Intentions. Thus you may venture to 
hazard every Thing with your Ambaſſadors. 
I have myſelf met with ſome of theſe, who 
would not be guilty of what they thought 
a mean Action; and yet, in Order to diſ- 
cover ſome ſecret Deſigns, have not even 
ſcrupled to ſearch the Pockets of a King. 

Above all Things, ſtrive to make F riends 
of thoſe who have the peculiar Faculty of de- 
livering their Sentiments in a looſe, ambigu- 
ous, or contradictory Manner. Nor will you 
do amiſs in procuring ſome noted Quacks in 
Policy, who can, at any Time, give the People 
a Doſe; and ſome ingenious Pick-Locks, who, 
in Caſe of Neceſlity, can open the beſt con- 
trived Cabinets in Europe. They will often 
do you tue moſt important Service. Expe- 
rience has already convinced me of their 
Uſe. 
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The third Principle. 


To be reſpected and feared by the ſur- 
rounding Nations is the utmoſt Reach of 
Policy. The Means by which we attain this 

End is firſt; to have a real Force, which 
is at all Times the moſt uſeful Expedient; 
and, in the ſecond Place, that we know how 
to apply what we are already Maſters of, to 
the beſt Advantage. The former of theſe is 
not our Caſe; and I have taken all neceſſary 
Steps to acquire a Knowledge of the latter, 
for the following Reaſons. There are ſome 
Powers who have been led to imagine that 
whoever is ſent on an Embaily ſhould always 
make his public Entry with Pomp and Mag- 
nificence. Mr. de Richlieu, during the Time 
of his Reſidence at Vienna, did Nothing in 
Fact but ridicule the French in his own Per- 
ſon; ſince the Auſtrians could not help think- 
ing that the whole Nation had as much at 


| leaſt of the Monkey and the Muſe, as he who 


had the Honour to repreſent them. 101 
1 „ For 
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For my own Part, I eſteem it of far great- 
er Importance that an Ambaſſador ſhould 
ſpeak in Terms worthy of his Maſter, than 
to be reſpected only for a Train of rich At- 
tendants : it is on this Account I never ſend 
any one to a foreign Court in Quality of Am- 
baſſador, but only as an Envoy. Beſides, the 
former of theſe is a Character very difficult 
to ſupport; ſince it requires a Man to be not 
only the firſt both in Rank and Fortune; 
but to be a perfect Politician likewiſe : when, 
for an Envoy, the laſt of theſe Qualifications 
is alone ſufficient. By adopting ſuch a Syſtem 
as this, you will ſave. annually very conſider- 
able Sums; nor will your Affairs, in Relation 
to the Embaſly, turn out the leſs ſucceſsful. 
There are after all, my dear Nephew, ſome 
Occaſions when it is proper to be repreſented 
with Magnificence and Splendor : where there 
is an Intention, for Inſtance, either of break- 
ing, or of making an Alliance, with any Court; 
or of an Union by Blood. Theſe Embaſſies 
ſhould always be looked upon as Something 
extraordinary, in Order the more ſecurely to 
impoſe on our Neighbours, Never make your 
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Propoſals faintly: chuſt N to NE a 
However, if you ſhould happen to be difaps + 


pointed, overlook the Injury till the very I 
Moment preſents itſelf of receiving the moſt 
complete Satisfaction: fear leaſt of all a Re- 


taliation ; your Glory will not be eclipſed by 
it: your Subjects only are to be pitied, who 
may perhaps too fatally feel it's Effects. 
The true Point is this: that the neighbour- 
ing States be fully perſuaded that you ſtick 
at Nothing ; that Nothing can intimidate 
you: endeavour to appear in their Eyes as 
one whom it is dangerous to affront ; as a 
Perſon bound by no other Principles than 
thoſe which lead to Glory. Convince them 
beyond all Diſpute, that you would ſooner 
deſtroy two entire Kingdoms than have a 
ſingle Blank in the Diary of Fame; which 
regiſters every great Exploit as a Wonder to 
Poſterity. Theſe are Sentiments which diſco- 


ver an uncommon Penetration, and do at once 
ſtrike and aſtoniſh the Generality of Mankind; 


and this excentric Mode of thinking has a- 


lone produced the greateſt Monarch in the 
World, 


When 
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ED 5 0 hen a Stranger makes his Appearance at 
pour Court, ſhew him every Kind of Civility; 


and, above all Things, take Care to have him 
always in your Preſence: by this you will, 
in ſome Meaſure, be able to conceal the De- 
fects of your Government. If he be a mili- 
tary Man; make the Regiment of Guards ex- 
erciſe before him; and I could wiſh you would 
put yourſelf in Perſon at their Head. If he 
be a Man of Genius, and an Author; let 
him ſee his Works lying careleſsly on your 
Table ; and be ſure ſpeak in Commendation 
of his Talents. If he be a Merchant; liſten 
to him with Candour and Complacency : ca- 
reſs him; and, if poſſible, try to fix him 

with you. . 2 
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